Move of God:
How Billy Graham’s legacy in the workplace is
fuelling the Church’s mission
Billy Graham has preached to more people, in more countries, and seen more
converts, than anyone else in history. He has also gathered the largest live audience
of any preacher: 1.1m in Seoul. In this article, Peter Heslam and Eric Wood consider
his work, and that of business leaders like Nigerian Paul Ubwe, in suggesting a
sustainable model of mission.
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But when Graham’s vast
publication output is
considered as a whole, he
places far more emphasis on
what today might be called
‘whole-life discipleship’.
Indeed, living the Christian
life in whatever sphere of
work we find ourselves is a
constant theme throughout
his ministry. He writes, for
instance:
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With a passion to address
unemployment, they decided to
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For Paul, his business work is as
much God’s work as his previous
missionary work:
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church’s mission is seen for what it
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The result is a group of companies,
the largest of which is Pleasure
Travels, which has almost 500
employees. With locations around
Nigeria, it provides safe, reliable and
comfortable transport for around
2000 passengers per day. A key
reason for its success, Paul insists, is

fulfilled life, to put food to their
table, and to pay for their
children’s medical and educational
needs, I’m doing God’s work. He
wants us to live like human beings.

Meanwhile, there is still a place for
professional missionaries, and for
large-scale evangelistic events of the
sort Billy Graham championed.
Communicators are needed with his

the respect with which it treats its
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customers and employees. Pleasure

profit, at the heart of the business

the challenge for most of us is to

Travels boosts its drivers’ self-

has helped it win public recognition.

pick up the prophetic mantle he has

esteem by providing the following:

Following a government-led

laid down and rise to his claim:

constant reminders that they have

investigation, Pleasure Travels

‘I believe one of the next great moves

custody over the lives of their
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of God is going to be through the
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