Bishop Auckland:
A Spiritual Adventure
Auckland Castle, the traditional home of the bishops of Durham, is in the process of
a radical transformation, largely through the generosity and entrepreneurial flair of
one man, Jonathan Ruffer. It is now a faith, art and heritage destination of
international significance. The castle is being renovated; a museum exploring the
history of faith in the British Isles is being established; a Spanish Gallery, home to
Zurburan's masterpieces has been created; the walled garden is being restored; a
new Mining Art gallery is in prospect. Kynren, an epic open-air show depicting 2000
years of British History, attracted large audiences in the summer of 2016 and will be
repeated this summer. In this article Jonathan explains his motives for embarking on
this extraordinary adventure, and reflects on the way different groups have responded.
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Jonathan Ruffer is Chair of Ruffer LLP, and Auckland Castle Trust. He would like to
draw attention to the regenerative initiative, Kynren, a night show performed by
over one thousand community volunteers, which sold over 100,000 tickets in its
first year. Come and see the miracle of flowers blooming in the desert.
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